Perspectives

The Civil War
Attitudes toward Race

v.
Confederate Vice President Alexander Stephens
March 21, 1861

United States President Abraham Lincoln
January 1, 1863

Our new government is founded upon exactly the opposite
idea; its foundations are laid, its corner- stone rests, upon the great
truth that the negro is not equal to the white man; that slavery —
subordination to the superior race — is his natural and normal
condition. This, our new government, is the first, in the history of the
world, based upon this great physical, philosophical, and moral truth.
This truth has been slow in the process of its development, like all
other truths in the various departments of science. It has been so even
amongst us. Many who hear me, perhaps, can recollect well, that this
truth was not generally admitted, even within their day. The errors of
the past generation still clung to many as late as twenty years ago.
Those at the North, who still cling to these errors, with a zeal above
knowledge, we justly denominate fanatics. All fanaticism springs from
an aberration of the mind — from a defect in reasoning. It is a species
of insanity …
They assume that the negro is equal, and hence conclude that
he is entitled to equal privileges and rights with the white man. If their
premises were correct, their conclusions would be logical and just —
but their premise being wrong, their whole argument fails ...
In the conflict thus far, success has been on our side, complete
throughout the length and breadth of the Confederate States. It is upon
this, as I have stated, our social fabric is firmly planted; and I cannot
permit myself to doubt the ultimate success of a full recognition of this
principle throughout the civilized and enlightened world. …

That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves
within any State or designated part of a State, the people whereof shall
then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then,
thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive Government of the
United States, including the military and naval authority thereof, will
recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons, and will do no
act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they
may make for their actual freedom …
And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid, I do
order and declare that all persons held as slaves within said designated
States, and parts of States, are, and henceforward shall be free; and
that the Executive government of the United States, including the
military and naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the
freedom of said persons.
And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to
abstain from all violence, unless in necessary self-defense; and I
recommend to them that, in all cases when allowed, they labor
faithfully for reasonable wages.
And I further declare and make known, that such persons of
suitable condition, will be received into the armed service of the
United States to garrison forts, positions, stations, and other places,
and to man vessels of all sorts in said service…
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The Civil War
Discussion Questions:
1. What did Confederate Vice President Alexander Stephens say was the
foundation of the Confederate government? What did he say was wrong with
people in the North?

2. What did President Abraham Lincoln say regarding the newly freed African
Americans committing acts of violence?

3. What freedoms does Lincoln grant to African Americans? How does Stephens
disagree?
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